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For: DIMENSIONING SYSTEM 
Group : Not Yet Known 

Examiner: Not Yet Known 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

The following Preliminary Amendment is respectfully submitted for the above- 
identified application for which Applicants have not yet received a first Office Action. 
Entry of the following Preliminary Amendment, without prejudice or disclaimer, is 
respectfully requested. 

IN THE SPECIFICATION 

Please insert the following paragraphs on page 1 after the title: 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 




Our File: ASI-PT009.3 
Date: July 6, 2001 



This application is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application No. 08/918,196, filed 
August 25, 1997, now U.S. Patent No. 6,177,999 which is a continuation of U.S. Patent 
Application No. 08/459,342, filed June 2, 1995, now U.S. Patent No. 5,661,561. - 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel claim 1, without prejudice or disclaimer, and add new claims 2-20, as 
follows. 

2. (New) An apparatus for measuring an object on a conveyor having a width, the 
apparatus comprising: 
a chassis; 

a mirrored wheel rotatably located on the chassis; 

a light source positioned on the chassis and oriented to transmit a light beam in a fixed 
direction onto the mirrored wheel, wherein when the wheel rotates the light beam is reflected 
while also being sequentially redirected at one of a plurality of varying angles resulting in 
the motion of the light beam, which is reflected from the mirrored wheel, defining a path 
oriented generally perpendicularly to the light beam; 

a reflecting surface located on the chassis and oriented to receive the light beam that 
is reflected off of the mirrored wheel and to redirect the light beam toward the conveyor such 
that the path defined by the light beam extends generally across the width of the conveyor; 

a detector disposed on the chassis and having a field of view initially oriented toward 
the mirrored wheel, wherein the field of view is redirected via the mirrored wheel and the 



reflecting surface to allow the detector to detect a reflection of the light beam off of one of 
the conveyor and the object at a plurality of locations as the light beam moves along the path 
across the conveyor. 

3 . (New) The apparatus of claim 2 wherein the detector is fixed in an angularly 
offset position relative to the light source without the light beam departing from the field of 
view of the detector when the light beam reflects off of one of the conveyor and the object. 

4. (New) The apparatus of claim 2 wherein the detector is a line scan camera that 
transmits a path-height-profile-measurement-signal which represents a height of the object, 
as measured at a plurality of locations along the path, relative to a conveyor surface. 

5 . (New) The apparatus of claim 4 further comprising a controller which receives 
the path-height-profile-measurement-signal as the object is transported across the path 
defined by a plurality of impact locations between the light beam and the conveyor surface. 

6 . (New) The apparatus of claim 5 wherein the path-height-profile-measurement- 
signal can be used to determine a height and a width of the object. 



7 . (New) The apparatus of claim 5 wherein a plurality of the path-height-profile- 
measurement-signals can be used to determine a height, a width, and a length of the object. 

8. (New) The apparatus of claim 4 wherein: 

the line scan camera has a lens and detector array; and 

the lens and detector array are mounted in a fixed angular relationship with respect 
to each other and an image plane along the path, wherein the fixed angular relationship 
results in the line scan camera having a focus over a depth of field of at least about three 
hundred (300) millimeters. 

9 . (New) The apparatus of claim 8 wherein the depth of field is at least about nine 
hundred (900) millimeters. 

10. (New) The apparatus of claim 2 wherein the detector is a position-sensitive 
detector that outputs a current representing a height of the object, relative to the conveyor, 
at the plurality of locations along the path. 

11. (New) The apparatus of claim 10 further comprising a controller which 
receives the current from the position-sensitive detector as the object is transported across 
the path defined by a plurality of impact locations between the light beam and the conveyor. 



12. (New) The apparatus of claim 10 wherein: 

the position-sensitive detector has a lens and detector array; 

the lens and detector array are mounted in a fixed angular relationship with respect 
to each other and an image plane along the path, wherein the fixed angular relationship 
results in the position-sensitive detector having a focus over a depth of field of at least about 
three hundred (300) millimeters. 

13. (New) The apparatus of claim 12 wherein the depth of field is at least about 
nine hundred (900) millimeters. 

14. (New) The apparatus of claim 2 wherein the reflecting surface has a parabolic 

shape. 

15. (New) The apparatus of claim 2 wherein the reflecting surface comprises a 
multi-faceted parabolic surface. 

16. (New) A method of measuring an object on a conveyor, comprising: 
emitting a single light beam in a fixed direction; 



sequentially reflecting the light beam through a plurality of varying angles causing the 
motion of the reflected light beam to define a path generally perpendicular to the light beam, 
wherein the path extends generally across a width of the conveyor; 

detecting the reflection of the reflected light beam off of one of the object and the 
conveyor at a plurality of locations along the path; and 

determining a height profile, relative to the conveyor, along the path. 

17. (New) The method of claim 1 6 wherein the step of sequentially reflecting the 
beam comprises reflecting the light beam such that the light beam repeatedly intercepts the 
object at an angle other than perpendicular from the conveyor surface. 

1 8. (New) A method for determining the dimensions of one or more objects on a 
conveyor, comprising the steps of: 

directing at least one light beam onto the conveyor at a plurality of locations along the 

path; 

detecting reflections caused by the at least one light beam striking one of the conveyor 
and the object; 

collecting time and location data associated with the detected reflections; and 
generating a height-profile, relative to a conveyor surface, along the path. 



19. (New) The method of claim 18 further comprising: 

determining if the height-profile represents one or more objects; and 

outputting a signal based on the number of objects identified by the height-profile. 



20. (New) The method of claim 18 wherein the step of detecting reflections 
comprises using a charged coupled device to detect reflections. 

REMARKS 

Claims 2-20 are currently pending in the present application. The foregoing 
13 Preliminary Amendment has canceled claim 1 and has added new claims 2-20. No new 
jjj matter is added to the application by this Preliminary Amendment. 
80 SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

m Attached hereto are a Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement and a PTO- 

O 

\| 1449 form. Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner consider the references and 
:Jf return an initialed copy of the PTO-1449 form indicating consideration of the cited 
references. 
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Applicants respectfully request prompt examination of claims 2-20. 



Volpe and Koenig, P.C. 
Suite 400, One Penn Center 
1617 John F. Kennedy Boulevard 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
O RGZ/dk 



Respectfully submitted, 



Wurz, et al. 




Ruy jSarcia-Zamor, Esquire 
Registration No. 44, 1 17 
(215) 568-6400 
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